
   

1. Genetic and Biochemical Characterisation of Two Edible Frog Species [Crowned 

Bullfrog (Hoplobatrachus occipitallis) and African Clawed Frog (Xenopus muelleri)] in 

Ibadan, Nigeria 

Genetic diversity is the basis of evolutionary potential of species to respond to environmental 

changes. This is an essential pillar in conservation genetics and species adaptability for 

survival. Presently, there is dearth of information on genotypic variant in Edible species of 

frogs (Hoplobatracus occipitallis and Xenopus muelleri) in Nigeria. This study investigates 

genetic variability, genetic distance and genetic differentiation among the Hoplobatracus 

occipitallis and Xenopus muelleri species at esterase, albumin haemoglobin, transferrin and 

carbonic anhydrase loci. This research started in December 2017. Sampling and laboratory 

analysis have been concluded. Currently, statistical analysis is underway simultaneously 

with the draft of manuscripts for publication. 

 

2. Food and Feeding Habits of Edible Frogs [Crowned Bullfrog (Hoplobatrachus 

occipitallis) and African Clawed Frog (Xenopus muelleri)] in South Western Nigeria 

Frog meat has been utilized as an alternative source of protein in Nigeria and other parts of 

the world due to their palatability and availability among other reasons. It is hoped that the 

development of frog farming will be able in the long term to meet consumer demand and 

help in saving the overexploited wild populations. But farming and other sustainable means 

of exploitation cannot be successfully practiced without detailed data, especially on their 

food and feeding behaviour. This study therefore investigates the food and feeding habits of 

two edible frog species [Crowned Bullfrog (Hoplobatrachus occipitallis) and African 

Clawed Frog (Xenopus muelleri)] in South Western Nigeria. This research started in January 

2018. Currently, sampling and identification of gut contents is on-going. 

 

 

3. Abundance and Distribution of Pangolins in Omo Forest Reserve, Ogun State, Nigeria 

Pangolin populations have been decimated over the years being hunted throughout its ranges 

in many parts of Africa and more specifically, Southwest Nigeria. Despite being protected 

against trafficking by International wildlife laws, their populations have reduced and 

continued to reduce due to illegal trafficking and they are currently critically endangered 

according to IUCN. Because Pangolins are nocturnal, elusive and cryptic animals, little 

information on their status, abundance and distribution is available. This study is therefore 

aimed at determining the abundance and distribution of Pangolin in Omo Forest Reserve, 

Ogun State, Nigeria. This research started in November 2017. The initial reconnaissance 

survey has been done. Presently, data collection for the estimate of abundance and 

distribution is on-going.  

 

 


